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From the Desk
of the Director

| recently read an
article from the Michigan
League of Human Services
entitted "Unacceptable but
Correctable" The article*
had some very alarming
statements about children
here in Michigan which
included:

-The percent of kids living in poverty has
increased from 14 percent to 23 percent.

-Nearly half of all public school kids
statewide now qualify for free or
reduced price lunches.

-Child abuse and neglect in Michigan
jumped 34 percemiver the past 10 years

-Michigan is one of only two states that
spend more on corrections than higher
education.

The above is all unacceptable in my
book! Studies prove that access to a
quality education is the most important
preventive measure against crime and
.mprisonment (and a much cheaper
investment). Simply put, we must invest in
our youth that live right here in our own
community. Our children are our future.
Today's students are tomorrow leaders.

The ability to read is the foundation for
all life success. We are truly grateful for
all those who currently support our
program as a volunteer mentor or
contributor. But we need more people like
you if we are to change the unacceptable
to the correctable. Help us recruit more
people like you who care to make a
difference with their time, talents and/or
treasures. Reach out today to someone
who can join YOU in investing in the
youth of our community! Together we can
and must make a difference.

Carol Lechel
Director

*As published: http://www.milhs.org/
unacceptabkbdut-correctable
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Family Foundations
Step Forward

See page two.

Volunteer
Appreciation
Dinner

oeneour

* New Venue *

The READ Volunteer Appreciation
Dinner for volunteers, coordinators
and support staff will be held this
year on Tuesday, May 8 at the
Hellenic Banquet Center,
4970 Mackinaw Road, located at
the corner of Mackinaw and
McCarty Road. Catering will be
provided by the Forest Edge,
Hellenic Center, and Sawmill Golf
Catering Service. Look for more
details in the mail in April. Your
prompt reservation will be needed
after you receive your invitation.



Family Foundations
Step Forward

) Reading Tips @é]
Mentoring Moments Eilaaiste®

Be sure to check out the Reading

Tips and Activities page on our

ol [ove working with ¢he c¢hil dren EVISICHERNITRRE-TlaISr-lo[ [V Nelfe|
course of the year. It is a great experience for me as in, | hope they learn as We will be adding a new activity
much from me as [ do from them!  Greal Kids, Greal Program, Greal JE-r:leslnleliligiRifeliielerelolsIauislgelile]y!
Opportunity!o A Lunch at Longfellow Mentor May which you may view and print if
you are interested in using. You may

fiReading was my enemy when | was a child. The words would fCESESEHEUNERMILEY DRSS TIT
together onto the page and become a foreign inscription | could not decip RN
It was not until | became a READ student that the words on the page M i
sense. | can remember back in first grade when | first met my (former) men THAN KS READ BOOk Fal

She was a wonderful woman who always tried to get me to read the kids p3

in the newsletter. | was a stubborn child and refused to read, but with SpOﬂSOfS and Supporters

encouragement and influence, my reading progressed and bloomed far bey Thanks to these businesses for supporting
s no”.nal SEL . . , our annual Book Fair held on December 8th:

My first year of high school, | read in my school's announcements that t A SRR .
needed volunteers for the READ Program. | was excited when | got the | ¢ KS ./ KAt RNByQa . 22]
stating that | would receive an interview from Mrs. Ederer, because she The Antique Warehouse
the READ program director when | was a child. To my surprise, she recog Memory Lane Café
me and before | knew it, | was a READ volunteer helping others as | was h¢g DuRussel Insurance Agency
long ago. Carol M. Thqmas . .

| have volunteered with four different READ students over my high sch WSGW Rad|OAr Lewis and Sue Smith
career. My only hope is that | have been an influence in their life as my R
mentors have been in mine. | am proud to work side by side with many ot
wonderful volunteers. | know from experience that this program is worth t
time and effort because | am living proof of its success. This program can
change the lives of so many students and as long as | am still able, | will
@2t dzy G SSNRA Yy I dE

Jenna Garne former READ elementary student, Senior at SV
and mentor at Shields Elementary School READ Prog i
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Celebrate National Reading Month
at the READ Association 8fAnn&hgi n
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Saturday, March 3, 2012
9amc¢ 11:30 am

940 E. Genesedetween Janes and Thompson St.
(Hunger Solution Centerhome of Hidden Harvest & East Side Soup Kitchen)

$3.00 per persorfunder one yr. free)

Tickets available at the door Me
. . . . . am_ng(.)n
Admission to this event includes a pancake breakfast and lite! W_‘mwss’?““.\m‘
.y . . . e
activities to encourage and promote Family Reading Time: Lewis an Sxe MrS.
Listen ot DuRUSSe\
" ALL You Can Eat Pancakes Spo“?g\ie Agency Z“d
- Costume Character Visits \“S\éaro\ W, Thoma
" Free New Book for Every Child
~  Storytelling

Literacy Activities

b Bring a canned goods donation and receive one raffle ticket|for
each can for a chance to win great books!
(Donations to benefit Hidden Harvest and the East Side Soup Kitchgn)
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Association of Saginaw County, and Saginaw CauBirgth to 5 Program

Special thanks to the Harvey Randall Wickes Foundation for the generous support of t
The READ Association of Saginaw Countlosahnonprofit organization whose mission is to help students
improve their reading skills and discover the joy of reading. For more information, calb%$%102 or

visit our website: www.READiInSaginaw.org







