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From the Desk 

of the Director  
   

  Just as different as 

the books we read is a 

child's difference in 

vocabulary development.  

Word knowledge plays a 

very important part in 

reading comprehension.   

As a child builds their 

vocabulary their ability to comprehend 

the written text is strengthened.  

Children who are strong readers with a 

high vocabulary will learn more word 

meanings and therefore, read more.  

Conversely, the child who lacks a 

solid vocabulary will read less, will 

read more slowly, and will read with 

less enjoyment. 

Research indicates that children of 

all ages need to learn an average of 

2000 to 3000 new words each year.  

One of the best ways we can introduce 

new words to children is with  

conversation filled with rich language 

and speaking opportunities.  And of 

course reading  aloud to children is 

also an  excellent way to introduce 

new words and build vocabulary,  as 

most children listen on a higher level 

than they read.  Listening to other 

readers stimulates growth and 

understanding of vocabulary and 

language patterns. 

This holiday season let us each take 

time to enrich the lives of someone we 

care for through good conversation, 

listening and the gift of reading. 

Wishing you all the joys of the season 

and a bright new year. 
 

   Carol Lechel 

            Director 
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Books are presents you can 
open again and 
again and again.   
 

Everyone should 

treat themselves to a 

new book this holiday!  Plan to 

visit the READ Book Fair on 

Thursday, December 8 for books 

and gifts for all ages on your 

shopping list.  See page 3 for all 

the event details. 

READ Association of  Saginaw County 

100 S. Jefferson, Suite 401 

Saginaw, Michigan 48607 
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 Director/President:       
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 READassoc@sbcglobal.net 
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 Lori Hausbeck 
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www.READinSaginaw.org 

NEW 
www.READinSaginaw.org 

Be sure to check out our new website 
design at www.ReadinSaginaw.org. Our 
most sincere thanks to artist and business 
owner Laurie Russell-Parrent of S&S 
Industrial Surplus (www.ssisurplus.com) 
and Mark Bleshenski, Director of Web 
Services for NetSource One, Inc.  
(www.nsoit.com)  for all their creativity 
and hard work on this project! 
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Mentoring Moments 

My Tuesday mornings with the 1st graders at Chester Miller School 

are  as much fun for me as for them.   To see them so eager to figure out 

any new book is so gratifying.  And then there is the little girl who said two 

weeks ago, "I can't wait until next Tuesday when you're here." ...Priceless.  

Margaret Dashner, Volunteer Mentor 
 

"Nothing is more important to help children succeed in school than being 
able to read at grade level.  Giving a child the attention and confidence they 
need to become a skilled reader is critical. READ connects those dots, 
matching a volunteer with a young reader, and that makes all the 
difference.  I enjoy each session with my reading buddies." 

Joe Madison, Lunch at Longfellow Mentor 
 

I love spending time with the children at Carrollton Elementary School - 

to see them progress in their reading and become more confident in 

themselves. I believe they touch my life more than I touch theirs. One of 

my best moments was when one of the boys I worked with last year saw 

me in the hall this year and was waving and saying “Hi Miss Karen”. 

Karen Vasold, Volunteer Mentor 

Frankenmuth Credit 
Union promotes their 
READ volunteerism and 
community support 
with a fall holiday 
display. 

WELCOME 

New Volunteers 

& Coordinators 

Randy Armstrong 

Melina Arnold 

Lynn Baker 

Courtney Baker 

Thomas Barris 

Debra Bauer 

Gretchen Bauer 

Heidi Behnke 

Desmond Bibbs 

Jenny Bickel 

Amy Billmeier 

Susannah Biskupski 

Mary Bourdow 

Kay Brzak 

Amy Buchinger 

Connie Butts 

Judy Carr 

James Cherry Jr. 

Noelle Conzelmann 

Connie Crozier 

Gary Davis 

Andrew Donovan 

Barbara Doran 

Angela Engelhardt 

Reyna Fitch 

Mary Margaret  

    Fletcher 

Lucia Gardey 

Sheryl  

   Gilbert-McDonald 

Leslie Gora 

Estella Grablick 

Chedrick Greene 

Becky Gregory 

Laurie Haines 

Tammie Henne 

Dawn Hill 

Barbara Hughes 

Loraine Hurd 

Kimberly Kalisek 

Lindsay Kaufman 

Mary Kern 

Heidi Kern 

Jim Koski 

Ellen Kress 

Kathleen  

    Krumenaker 

Libby Kuch 

Sherry  

  LaRoque-Burkhart 

Brian Lechel 

Cheryl Lintz 

Carly Macomber 

Tricia Mathis 

Emily Matz 

Stacey Maze 

Samantha Merchant 

Susan Moody 

Rosemary Moon 

Allyson Moore 

Kimberly Moskal 

Karen Mossner 

Jeffery Naessens 

Judy Nemec 

Aubrey Nusz 

Dawn Pagel 

Lisa Palmreuter 

Nikita Patterson 

Carol Pijnappels 

Tammy Reinert 

David Rodriguez 

Chris Rovoll 

Samantha Rowe 

Karen Saxton 

Carol Schluckbier 

Vickie Schmitzer 

Kari Schmitzer 

Patricia  

    Scott-Mason 

Ethel Shaheed 

Paula Skocelas 

Lorna Slick 

Carol Somers 

Carolyn Spence 

Josh Spinney 

Melissa Spranger 

Colleen Stertz 

Carrie Thieme 

Pam Wanless 

Bonn Washington 

Barbara Werle 

Bonnie Zissler 

FUN READING ACTIVITIES! 
Fall Orientation Meetings held in September featured MANY fun and 

helpful reading ideas, tools and games to use in your mentoring sessions, as 
presented by  Mary Lou Ederer, Kathy Rogers and Carol Lechel.  If you were 
not able to attend and would like a packet of the reading activities please 
call the office to pick one up, 755-8402. 



 

 Thursday, December 8th, 2011 
 

Time:  10am - 8pm 
 

Location:  The Children’s Book Company in The Antique Warehouse 
 

                           1122 Tittabawassee Rd., near corner of N. Michigan 

Join us for the 
 

10th Annual  
 

READ Book Fair 
 

To benefit the READ Association  

of Saginaw County 

Hosted by The Children’s Book Company 

BOOK SIGNINGS 
 

Noon - 2pm 

“Listen to the Mrs. Cookbook-10th 

Edition” celebrating 60 years of Listen to 

the Mrs. Signing with Art Lewis and Sue 

Smith, sponsored by DuRussel Insurance 

Agency. 

 

11am-2pm and 6pm-8pm 

Meet photographer Clara J del Valle and 

her four-legged model Gisselle, a delightful 

bearded collie therapy dog, will be signing, 

and giving pawthographs for their book 

“Gisselle’s Adventures in Color,” a 

fanciful trip through colors with Gisselle, 

dressed in creative costumes. 
 

New this year: STORYTIME 

11am - Bring your child or 

grandchild for storytime  

with Clara and Giselle. 

 

Additional local authors Toni Kern, 

Roberta Morey, Roselynn Ederer and  

more will be in attendance with  

their newest books. 

9am-Noon WSGW Live Remote  
 

with celebrities Art Lewis and Sue Smith, Listen to the Mrs.  

Sponsored by DuRussel Insurance Agency and Carol M. 

Thomas. 
 

10am-3pm Lunch Special 

                 at Memory Lane Café  

Mention READ and receive a free beverage with lunch entrée. 

Visit www.thememorylanecafe.com for menu and call ahead 

(752-0812) to have your lunch waiting for you. 

 

6pm-8pm Antique Warehouse  

                Customer Appreciation Night  

Special sales and discounts located throughout the entire  

store, raffle prizes, refreshments and more…  

Visit www.theantiquewarehouse.net for a complete list of 

specialty shops, including The Loft. 

           Books and Gift Ideas for All!  

           The Children’s Book Company offers most of the latest children’s, 
 adult and family book titles. Special orders are available for arrival 
 before Christmas. You can call to order ahead: 752-6313. Mention 
 the bookfair to benefit READ.  
  

Good reads for adults and book clubs:  Steve Jobs by Walter Isaacson, Cutting for 
Stone by Abraham Verghese, Major Pettigrew's Last Stand by Helen Simonson. 
  
 

And for children:  Fancy Nancy by Jane O'Connor, What Heroes Wear by Gary    
  and Jan Bower, Dewey's Christmas at the Library by Vicki Myron, Theodore   
    Boone: Kid Lawyer– a new series by John Grisham (great for boys age 10-14). 
  

         Plus toys and games including: Snowman Stacker Toy for toddlers,  
  and puzzles for all U of M and MSU fans! 

  www.READinSaginaw.org 



THE FINAL YEAR FOR STATE TAX BENEFITS FOR ENDOWMENT CONTRIBUTORS 
One of the unique ways you can give the gift that keeps giving is to make a donation to the READ Endowment Fund, 

administered by the Saginaw Community Foundation.  If you are not aware, this is the last year to receive the Michigan 

Community Foundation Tax Credit that can reduce your Michigan income tax liability by up to one -half of your 

donation.  For example the tax credit provides a:  

Ɓ$200 credit for a $400 gift from a couple filing a joint return      

Ɓ$100 credit for a $200 gift from a single taxpayer 

Recent changes to the Michigan tax code include the elimination of the Michigan Community Foundation Tax Credit 

along with other charitable tax credits,  beginning in 2012.   

Here is an example of the simple breakdown of contributions ð less the Michigan Tax Credit.  (NOTE:  You do NOT need 

to file an itemized 1040 IRS Individual Federal Income Tax Return to receive the Michigan Tax credit benefits. However, if 

you do itemize your federal tax return you may be eligible for additional federal tax savings!) 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

To qualify for the Michigan Community Foundation Sate Tax Credit, you must make your donation by December 31, 

2011.  If you have any questions, please feel free to call the READ office at 755-8402.   Be sure to check the appropriate 

box below, and make your check payable to READ/SCF Endowment. 
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For the Love of Reading...  
 

 

      ÄÄ I/We would like this donation to support the READ Endowment Campaign to grow the READ endowment.    

       I/We understand that this contribution will be deposited with the Saginaw Community Foundation and   

        used solely as an endowment contribution to permanently endow and support READ.  
 

  ÄÄ  I/We would like to make a general donation in support of the READ Association of Saginaw County  

 

Amount Enclosed:    ÄÄ $25    ÄÄ $50   ÄÄ $100   ÄÄ  Other $_______ 
 

Donor Name(s): ________________________________________________ 
   (Please list name(s) as you would like to be acknowledged) 
 

Address _____________________________________________ City   ________________  State ______    Zip ____________ 
 

Phone _______________________ 
 

This Gift is made:   ÄÄ In Memory of    ÄÄ  In Honor of    ÄÄ  In Celebration of   ______________________________________ 
                                                                                                                                                                  Person(s)/Occasion  

Send Gift Acknowledgement to (if applicable): 
 

Name(s): _____________________________________________________ 
 

Address _____________________________________________ City   ________________  State ______    Zip ____________ 
 
 

 

Make endowment contributions payable to READ/SCF Endowment.  

Make general contributions payable to READ Association. 

Mail all contributions to: READ Association, 100 S. Jefferson Ave., Suite 401, Saginaw, MI  48607 

Your Contribution Less Michigan Tax Credit After Tax Cost 

$ 25 $ 12.50 $ 12.50 

$ 50 $ 25.00 $ 25.00 

$ 200 $ 100.00 $ 100.00 

 Give the Gift  

      that Keeps Giving  
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Special thanks to the following individuals and organizations who have contributed to the READ 

Association during the period of August 30, 2011 through November 17, 2011. Thanks for Sharing! 

2011-2012 BUSINESS PARTNERSHIP CAMPAIGN 
 

      NOVEL SPONSOR     

       The Dow Chemical Company Foundation 
 

 CHAPTER SPONSOR     

      Stevens Worldwide Van Lines 
 

 BOOK COLLECTION SPONSOR     

 Andersen Eye Associates 

 Frankenmuth Credit Union 

 Garber Management Group 

 Hemlock Semiconductor 

 McDonald GMC Cadillac 

 Means Industries, Inc. 

 Michigan Sugar Company 
 

 CHRONICLE SPONSOR     

 Amalgamated Credit Union  

 Chemical Bank 

 Mast Foulds & Co. P.C. 

 Michigan CardioVascular Institute 

 Quality Performance Resource Group LLC 
   

    STORYTELLER SPONSOR 

        AKT Peerless Environmental Services 

 Family First Credit Union 

 Masud Labor Law Group 

 Saginaw Bay Underwriters 

 Sargent Docks and Terminal Inc. 

 Tri-Star Trust Bank 
 

    OTHER 

         Computer Management Technologies Inc. 

SPONSOR A CHILD 

Nels & Judith Andersen 

Tom & Judy Bear 

Dr. & Mrs. Peter Behme 

Joyce Sheredy Bierlein 

Patricia F. Bierlein 

Barry & Carol Brown 

Pete & Ginny Brucker 

Steve Canole 

Ramesh & Radha Cherukuri 

Connie L. Clements 

Steve & Paula Coffee 

Dr. Louis & Karen Constan 

Marsha Cooley 

Joseph & Barb Day 

Lauren & Thomas Deisler 

Sally & Fred Dickinson 

The Diola Family 

Mary Ann Dupuis 

Kim & Curt Egerer 

Lindsay & Brian Eggers 

Robert & Carol Emrich 

The Forrest Family 

Jane Feusse 

Ernest & Marjorie  

    Flegenheimer 

Mark & Anne Flegenheimer 

Gary & Sandra Glaza 

Rick Goedert 

LuAnn Greenfelder 

Jane E. Gugino 

Vera & Lou Hanisko 

Tim & Lori Hausbeck 

Mary Jane Heitkamp 

Greg & Kim Johnson 

Junior Leadership of Saginaw 

Michael & Sarah Jury 

Sue & Pat Kaltenbach 

GENERAL CONTRIBUTIONS   
 

Anonymous 

Anonymous - United Way of Midland County 

Anonymous - United Way of Southwest Michigan 

Catholic Federal Credit Union 

Robert E. Stark & Martin H. Stark Foundation Fund 

Gerald & Joan Wolf 

 

IN  MEMORY OF  FROM 

Leo J. Ciaramitaro  Jim & Pam Koski 

    Marjorie J. Raycraft 

Connie Flynn   Meredith McArdle 

Sally Horne Harris Elizabeth Horne 

Phyllis Herron   Meredith McArdle 

Bob Lyon   Meredith McArdle 

Mary Ann Pospieszynski Delta Kappa Gamma Sorority 

 Dan & Gretchen Knapp 

 John & Sue McIntyre 

 Tom & Dianne Thebolt 

Brad A. Trommer MD, PhD Arlene E. Mossner 

Jennifer M. Webb Joyce H. Jessmore 

 

IN  HONOR OF  

Herb Spence IV,  Leadership Saginaw Class of 2011 

    From Tom McDonaldõs Historic Auto Foundation 

K.P. Karunakaran M.D. 

Korean War Veterans  

    Association Chapter 251 

Joseph & Kristan Madison 

Thomas & Brenda Mahar 

John & Sue McIntyre 

Dr. & Mrs. Robert McNier 

Jan & Guy Merriam 

Suzanne Murphy 

Walt & Janice OõDell 

Therese-Marie Oeming 

Carolyn Otto 

Dave & Lori Pendleton 

Matt & Mary Ann Peterson 

Betty A. Phillips 

Marilyn Porras 

John & Pam Revette 

Robert & Jean Richardson 

Mary Richter 

Grant A. Schaefer 

Dr. Sam & Patricia Shaheen 

Mr. & Mrs. R. W. Sidney 

Lawrence H. Sims 

Sandra S. Slominski 

Burris & Kathie Smith 

Sherrill Smith 

Martin Stark 

Morrie & Julie Stevens 

Dorothy B. Sting 

Mr. & Mrs. Paul S. Vasold 

Mary Ellen Vaydik 

Mary Jo Weise 

Mort & Judy Weldy 

George E. Williams DDS 

Dave & JoAnn Wohlfeil 

Doris Yeip 

Yeo Family Foundation 

ENDOWMENT 
 

IN  MEMORY OF  FROM 

Mary Ann Pospieszynski   Jan & Guy Merriam 

 
GRANT 
 

The Dow Chemical Foundation 

LITERACY CAMP 

Calvin McFarland 

 

SPONSOR A CENTER 

Frank N. Andersen Foundation 

Charles F. Barth & Adeline Barth Charitable Foundation 

Rollin M. Gerstacker Foundation 

Morley Foundation 

Alice E. Turner Memorial Trust 



 

The READ Association of 

Saginaw County is a 501 (c)(3) 

non-profit organization whose 

mission is to help students      

improve their reading skills and 

discover the joy of reading. 

 

òA book can take a child to a 

magical land, teach them  

new words, and turn them into 

a reader for life. So this 

season, give books-the gift 

that truly keeps on giving.ó 
 

-First Book 

 

 

READ Association of Saginaw County 

100 S. Jefferson, Suite 401 

Saginaw, Michigan 48607 

     Upcoming READ Events: 

 

READ Book Fair 
Thursday, December 8th 10am-8pm at the Childrenõs Book Company 

 in the Antique Warehouse, 1122 Tittabawassee Road 
 

Books for Breakfast 
Saturday, March 3rd, 2012  9am-11:30am at the Hunger Solution Center 
 

D.E.A.R. at the Zoo ðDrop Everything And READ 
Wed., June 13, 2012 10am-3pm at the Childrenõs Zoo at Celebration Square 


