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From the Desk 

of the Director  
   

  It was indeed a busy 

summer filled with 

reading celebrations, 

first time projects and 

special moments to 

remember.   Be sure to 

read and view photos 

in this newsletter to 

see some of our summer programs 

and new projects.  It is so true that 

reading is an adventure and takes us to 

great places!  

Much of our time in the READ 

program is used motivating children to 

want to read and helping to develop 

positive self confidence and self 

esteem in children.  Having a positive 

attitude and self esteem is such an 

important part of a child's learning 

ability and the foundation of their 

academic and personal success.  

Research indicates that children 

who feel good about themselves 

will have more friends, see problems 

as opportunities, have better health, 

get more done and experience more 

success.  Building a positive attitude 

takes time and commitment.   

As a parent, grandparent, friend or 

volunteer mentor, one of the best ways 

to foster children's self-esteem is to get 

them to feel a sense of ownership and 

responsibility for their experiences.  You 

can help children develop a personal and 

vested interest in their own activities by 

giving them the freedom to make 

mistakes, finding ways for them to 

contribute to their learning experience 

and giving them choices.   

As we begin another school year, 

I ask  our volunteers and donors to 

continue your support of  READ 

with your time and/or financial 

commitment to help children 

experience positive opportunities to  

learn to read and write.      

   Carol Lechel 

            Director 
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SAVE the DATES 
 

     Book Fair:   

Thursday, December 8th  
10am - 8pm at the Childrenõs Book Company  

in the Antique Warehouse, 1122 Tittabawassee 

 

Books for Breakfast:   

Saturday, March 3, 2012 
 

        DEAR at the Zoo:   
            Drop Everything And READ 

Wednesday, June 13, 2012 

READ Association of  Saginaw County 

100 S. Jefferson, Suite 401 

Saginaw, Michigan 48607 

Phone: (989) 755-8402 

Fax: (989) 755-8404 

Hours:  T, W, Th. 9am-3pm  

              or by appointment 
 

 Director/President:       

 Carol Lechel 

 READinSaginaw@sbcglobal.net 
 

 Administrative Assistant:  

 Sara Larsen 

 READassoc@sbcglobal.net 

 

 Office Assistants: 

 Lori Hausbeck 

 Kathy Rogers 

 
 

www.READinSaginaw.org 

The first ever READ literacy camp was held 
this past summer at Camp Timbers in West 
Branch. Read all about it on page 2. 
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READ, 

DowGIVES  

Program 

 

 

 

The first ever literacy camp sponsored 

in part by the Saginaw Y Strong Kids 

campaign, Longfellow Elementary School 

and the READ Association of Saginaw 

County was held this summer the week of  

July 24 - 29.  It was an amazing, inspiring 

and adventurous week for the 24 

Longfellow Elementary School boys and 

girls who attended the summer residential 

camp held at Camp Timbers in West 

Branch. In addition to experiencing all that 

camp has to offer, fifteen boys were 

selected to participate in two hours of 

daily reading and writing activities in the 

Mission: READ pilot program. Longfellow 

teachers Jan vonReichbauer, Candis 

Thomas and Terri Ognisky, donated their 

time and talents to create a Survival 

Literacy theme curriculum for the week. It 

was most certainly a learning experience 

for all!  

 Thank YOU to our wonderful partners, 

the medical community for your help with 

camp physicals and the generous donors 

who financially supported this project with 

dollars and/or camp supplies. Mission 

Dow Chemical Company through its 
DowGives program encourages their 
employees to give back to the 
community. Through this program, 
including a DowGives grant, volunteers 
built ten custom bookcases for the 
READ Association.  A great big thank 
you to Dow Chemical Company for the 
grant and to the volunteers for their 
hard work building, delivering and filling 
the shelves  with books!   

    Donors for the first 

summer literacy camp 

include:  Andrew Bethune, 

Charlene Boland, Lauren 

Flegenheimer Deisler, 

Laurie Dishaw, Brian & 

Lindsay Eggers, Mike & 

Susie Hanley, Tim & Lori 

Hausbeck, John Hawley, 

Tom & Gail Hawley, Pat 

H e n d r i c k s , T h o m a s 

Hollerback, John James, 

Carol Lechel, Kevin Leitz, Jim & Nancy Lewis, Joseph & 

Kristan Madison, Jeffrey & Tina McCulloch, Odie Pruitt III, 

Quality Performance Resource Group, LLC, Jeffrey Sams, 

Saginaw Bay Underwriters, Jeff Schrier, Herb Spence IV, 

Herb & Kathy Spence, Spence Brothers, Ken Tesauro and 

Yeo & Yeo Jean Day.  Many Thanks!  

READ was accomplished .... thanks to YOU!  Say YES to reading in the 

great outdoors!   



  

Fall Orientation  
For all Returning Mentors  

Tuesday, September 27 
10 am - 11 am 
Historical Society of  
Saginaw County Castle Museum 
 

500 Federal (At the corner of Federal and South Jefferson Avenue)  

Parking available behind the Museum and street parking  
 available surrounding the Museum. 
Museum tours will be available after the meeting.  

 

OR  
 

Wednesday, September 28 
6:30 pm - 7:30 pm 
 

Mid Michigan Children's Museum 
315 West Genesee (Located between North Michigan and Niagara Street)  

Come early and tour the museum before the meeting.  
 

Fall Orientation Theme:  
Literacy Activities to Use with Your Students  
Presentation will include ten activities  
that give students an opportunity to   
have fun with words  as they  
expand and enrich the meanings  
of words that they use in  
reading and writing.    



! DƛǾƛƴƎ hǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅΧ Every dollar helps us support children reading in Saginaw County. 
  

I/We would like to make a donation in support of the READ Association of Saginaw County: 
  

Amount Enclosed:         $25        $50        $100        Other $_______ 
  

Name(s) _____________________________________________________ 
                                                    (Please list name(s) as you would like to be acknowledged) 
  

Address ________________________________________  City ______________ State _____  Zip _________ 

  

This Gift is made:   • In Memory of   •  In Honor of  • In Celebration of   __________________________________ 
                                                                                                                                                    Person(s)/Occasion                                                                                         
  

Send acknowledgement to:  Name(s) _____________________________________________________________ 
  

Address ________________________________________  City ______________ State _____  Zip _________ 
  

Please make checks payable to:  READ Association     Mail to:  READ Association 100 S. Jefferson Ave. Ste. 401, Saginaw, MI  48607 

ÄÄ ÄÄ ÄÄ ÄÄ 

ÄÄ ÄÄ ÄÄ 
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The tenth anniversary 
celebration of the DEAR at the Zoo 
- Drop Everything and READ event 
was an amazing successful day 
from start to finish and we could 
not have asked for a more 
beautiful sunshine day.  Over 1400 
children and their families enjoyed 
all the literacy festivities along 
with their zoo adventure this past 
June 15th.  Special thanks to the 
Children's Zoo at Celebration 
Square and staff for serving as the 
perfect host for the event, our 
dedicated booth sponsor partners, 
grant funders, media friends, 
author and illustrator Gary and 
Jan Bower, celebrity announcers 
and readers, Boy Scouts and 
leaders, 200+ volunteers and 
everyone who attended the event.  
We look forward to seeing you 
next year as we celebrate the 11th 
annual event on Wednesday, June 
13, 2012. 

 


