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From the Desk 

of the Director  
   

  As I reflect on this 

past school year and all 

of the support that our 

organization receives, 

there are many, many 

people to thank for the 

success of our program. 

Every ONE who reads 

this newsletter  is an integral part of our 

great team!  Together we make good 

things happen that support improving the 

literacy needs of children and families in 

our community.  

On behalf of all the students that 

benefit from your support, thank you for 

sharing your passion for reading and 

believing in our mission - to help students  

improve their reading skills and discover 

the joy of reading!  We certainly are 

grateful for discovering YOU!     

Every child needs to be surrounded 

by people who love to read and who 

love to read to others, people who are 

positive reading role models. Every 

child should  have easy access to quality 

books and have books to call their 

own. And every child deserves every 

opportunity to learn to read!  Thank 

YOU to our READ volunteer mentors 

and generous donors  for being a part 

of the literacy team to ensure that all 

children learn to read!    

From A to Z YOU are the Best of the 

Best! READ Volunteer Mentors and 

Donors are:  Amazing, Beautiful, Caring, 

Dependable, Energetic, FUN, Generous, 

Honest, Interactive, Jovial, Kind, Loyal, 

Magnificent, No-nonsense, Outstanding, 

Patient, Quiet  (you do quietly listen to 

students read), Responsible, Sensational, 

Terrific, Understanding, Valuable, 

Wonderful, Xtra special, Young - we 

are always young at heart -  and  add a  

Zest for life in all you do!  

As we close another school year, we 

look forward to your continued support. 

Reach out this summer to your family and 

friends and encourage them to become a 

part of the READ team. Share your 

passion for reading this summer...and 

let reading take you to great places. 

    

Carol Lechel 
              Director 
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Contest Winners 
 

Reading IS for all of us! A thank you 
to all the READ students who participated 
in the READ writing/drawing contest 
this year and shared their ideas and 
enthusiasm for reading. We had over  
150 entries this year, with many creative 
writings and drawings from the students. 
The winners were:  Alix, second grader 
from St. Peter Lutheran, Gavin, third 
grader from Shields, Madelynn, third 
grader from St. Paul Lutheran, Diamond, 
third grader from Butman-Fish Library 
READ Center, Dylan, fourth  grader 
from St. Charles, David, kindergartner 
from Westdale and Ignacia, first grader 
from Houghton Elementary. 

Reading is... 

READ Association of  Saginaw County 

100 S. Jefferson, Suite 401 

Saginaw, Michigan 48607 

Phone: (989) 755-8402 

Fax: (989) 755-8404 

Hours:  T, W, Th. 9am-3pm  

              or by appointment 
 

 Director/President:       

 Carol Lechel 

 READinSaginaw@sbcglobal.net 
 

 Administrative Assistant:  

 Sara Larsen 

 READassoc@sbcglobal.net 

 

 Office Assistants: 

 Lori Hausbeck 

 Kathy Rogers 

 
 

www.READinSaginaw.org 
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 Summer  
 Opportunities 

Mission:  READ  

Summer Camp  

READ, the YMCA and Longfellow 
School are partnering this summer in 
the first ever fun-filled  Mission: 

READ summer camp at Camp Timbers 
in West Branch, Michigan. Students 
from Longfellow School have been 
selected to participate in the pilot  
literacy camp project to be held      
July 24 - July 29.  Approximately 30     
students will attend camp to unwind, get 
outdoors, experience nature, get wet, 
make friends, gain independence,   
explore their creativity, hike, wall 
climb, participate in team sports, fish, 
swim, boat, bike, make crafts, learn,  
laugh, sing, make memories...and 
spend two hours+ of  structured daily 
FUN reading and writing activities as 
presented by Longfellow teachers and 
volunteer mentors. This project is 
made possible thanks to The Y Strong 
Kids Campaign, READ contributors  and 
Longfellow Staff.  

Friends of Theodore Roethke, in keeping 
with their mission to promote the 
literary legacy of Theodore Roethke 
ð$$$Zcfė YXiWUh]cbU`ė cddcfhib]h]Ygćė k]``ė
offer a summer pilot project language 
arts reading program for young 
elementary students (K - 3) using 
summer language arts review books. 
The organization is looking for a small 
group of students and volunteer tutors 
to meet for three weeks in late 
July and early August, 9:30 am - 11 am. 
Parents are also welcome. Places are 
limited in this free pilot project. If 
interested, please contact Annie 
Ransford 989-928-0430. 

There were READ volunteers 

ñall over,ò as over 180 

individuals attended our 

Volunteer Appreciation Dinner 

held at Peace Lutheran 

Church on May 10. The 

evening festivities included a 

delicious dinner prepared by the Peace Lutheran 

Ladies Guild, entertainment by the Saginaw 

Bay Youth Quintet and special readings by 

several St. Charles READ students. The raffle 

prizes awarded throughout the evening were 

again a highlight of the annual gathering thanks 

to our generous donors. Everyone was a  winner  

and each volunteer  enjoyed making their selection 

from over 150 donated gifts, which included a wide 

range of prizes from gift certificates to gift baskets to 

donated services. Please make a point in visiting our 

generous donors and thanking them for their support. 

Thank You Volunteers! 

Abele's Greenhouse  
    & Garden Center  
Absolute Building  
    Maintenance 
Angels Corner Thrift    
    Shop & Collectibles 
AT&T 
Backdoor Printables 
Barnes & Noble  
    Booksellers 
Blossom Bucket 
Boehler's Greenhouse 
Bradyôs One Source  
    Office Products 
Trish Burns 
Castle Museum  
    of Saginaw County 
Children's Book  
    Company 
Children's Zoo at  
    Celebration Square 
Cinema Hollywood 
Clark Hardware 
Dawn of a New Day   
    Coffee House 
Dow Event Center 
Downtown Saginaw   
    Farmer's Market 
Fashion Square Cinema 
Firehouse Soft Car Wash 
1st State Bank 
Fralia's 
Frankenmuth  
    RiverPlace Shops 
Garber Automotive  
    Group 

Garb-Ko, Inc. 
Gaudreauôs the Florist 
Great Lakes Loons 
Hamilton Home Bakery 
Hankôs Flowerland 
Happyôs Pizza 
Hausbeck Pickle  
    Company 
Healthplus of Michigan 
Horizons Conference  
    Center 
Kroger Company  
    of Michigan 
Lamplighter Flower Shop 
Carol Lechel 
Little Caesar's Pizza 
The Loft 
Meijer 
Memory Lane Cafe 
Jan & Guy Merriam 
Michigan CardioVascular  
    Institute 
Mid-Michigan Childrenôs  
    Museum 
The New Image Salon 
Nuechterlein's Jewelry 
OôConnorôs Carpet One 
Old Town Drive-in 
Patisserie  
Julie Peasley 
Pit & Balcony Theatre 
Portraits by Gregg 
PRIDE 
Purple Sage Beads  
    Jewelry & Glass Art 

Quilted Cottage 
Raymond James  
    & Associates 
The Rehmann Group 
Riverside Family  
    Restaurant 
Riverside Saginaw  
    Film Festival 
Kathy Rogers 
Saginaw Art Museum 
Saginaw 12 
Saginaw Bay Symphony  
    Orchestra 
The Saginaw News 
Saginaw Spirit 
Saginaw YMCA 
Elinor Saunders 
St. Maryôs of Michigan 
Stacy Oôs 
Stevens Worldwide  
    VanLines 
Stroebelôs of Saginaw 
Sweet Creations 
Sue Smith 
Team One Credit Union 
Temple Theatre 
Tim Hortonôs 
United Way of Saginaw   
    County 
Wal-Mart 
Wescourt 
Westside Decorating 
    Center 
WoodôN Things 
WSGW News Radio 
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Drop Everything And Read  

Wednesday, June 15, 2011 
Childrenõs Zoo at Celebration Square 

1730 S. Washington, Saginaw 

        The READ Association of Saginaw County presents  

The READ Association of Saginaw County presents this event along with these community organizations 
and business sponsors: 

Barnes and Noble Booksellers 
 

Boy Scout Troop 342 
 

CAN Council Saginaw County 
 

The Castle Museum of Saginaw 
      County History 
 

 
 

The Childrenôs Book Company 
 

Michigan CardioVascular Institute 
 

Mid-Michigan Childrenôs Museum 
 

Mid Michigan Waste Authority 
 

Public Libraries of Saginaw 
 

 

ROR at Covenant HealthCare 
 

SCF Youth FORCE 
 

St. Maryôs of Michigan 
 

Saginaw County Birth to 5 Program 
 

White Pine Reading Buddies  

Admission to the Zoo includes all D.E.A.R. Literacy Activities:  

10 am - 3 pm 
 

Á Free book for every child 
 
 

Á Free D.E.A.R. 10th Anniversary  
   Reusable Tote Bag (first 1000 children) 
 

 

Á Animal-themed booth activities  
   and prizes 
 

Á Storytelling and amphitheater  
   programs  
 

Á Visiting author book sales  
    and signings 

Visiting Author : 
      

12 noon - Gary Bower  
Featuring his book: 

Iôm a Michigan Kid! An Artistic Tour of the 
Great Lakes State. Explore the wonderful sights 

and celebrations of Michigan captured in this beautiful 
book through the authorôs creative poetry, the  
paintbrush of Jan Bower and the eyes of Michigan 
kids. This storybook helps kids of all ages love and  
appreciate our great state and the people and  
communities that surround us! 

Special thanks for the generous support of the Harvey Randall Wickes Foundation and  
the Saginaw County Youth FORCE Fund.  
Event is held rain or shine, except for severe inclement weather. Visit www.SaginawZoo.com or call the Childrenôs 
Zoo at 759 -1408 for admission prices and directions. The READ Association of Saginaw County is a local 
nonprofit organization whose mission is to help students improve their reading skills and discover the joy of 
reading. For more information on READ call 989-755-8402 or visit our website: www.READinSaginaw.org 

Î WSGW Live Remote - 9am-noon Î  
with Art & Sue - sponsored by  

Carol M. Thomas, Elder Law Attorney  

10th Anniversary Celebration 
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Just a short while ago, as a volunteer in the Paws to Read program, I 
had an incredibly gratifying moment. One of the third graders in my 
small reading group stated to her teacher  "I'm not struggling (to 
read) anymore."  This particular young lady entered third grade at a 
mid-second grade reading level and since the fall has augmented her 
reading skills to a third grade level. She doesn't have anyone available 
to read to at home so her progress has come as a direct result from 
what's happening in the classroom, with her teacher, and her furry four
-legged friends that love to listen to her read. Not only was this student 
"not struggling," she didn't want to stop reading at the end of the 
session! Definitely an emotional moment!   

-Laureen Lutenski, Paws to Read - Weiss School Mentor 

 

 

Mentoring Moments 

Thank You ladies for making the READ cheerleaders proud!   

Bee for Literacy 

Seeing the smiles on their little faces when I pick them up in 
their classroom to go to the READ room is priceless. It really 
shows the joy of reading! 

-Teresa Pruden, Chester Miller Mentor 
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Brunkow Elementary 

Chester Miller Elementary 

Martin G. Atkins Elementary 

READ Spell Binders teammates Jan 
Merriam, Kim Johnson and Sara Larsen 
participated in this year's Bee for Literacy 
event co-sponsored by Altrusa International 
of Saginaw and Rotary Club of Saginaw. 
All went well until the 8th round, when 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ōŜŎŀƳŜ άŜǾŀƴŜǎŎŜƴǘέΣ 
ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ άǉǳƛŎƪƭȅ ǇŀǎǎƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǎƛƎƘǘΣ 
ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ƻǊ ŜȄƛǎǘŜƴŎŜέΣ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ǎǳōǎǘƛǘǳǘŜŘ 
ŀƴ άƛέ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ άŀέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǇŜƭƭƛƴƎ ƻŦ  
evanescent. 
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 2010-2011 Business Sponsors 

Our sincere thanks to the businesses that supported our 2010-2011 Business Campaign. Below are 
businesses whose generous donations sponsored an event, or helped support the over forty centers 
that provide mentoring services throughout Saginaw County, or supplied the matching dollars needed 
to participate in the Reading Is Fundamental (RIF) program. These  donations together with RIF 
funding allowed READ to purchase and distribute three new books for every student in 
the READ program. Over 3500 books were given for children to enjoy this year! 

         

Why READ Volunteers 

are the Best: 

Book Collection Sponsors 

Chapter Sponsors 

Novel Sponsors 

How many 
facebook fans? 
 

  Help READ reach 300 facebook 

fans! Become a fan of READ and 

invite your friends to join as well 

to help us reach our goal of 300 

fans! Please post a message like 

this on your home page:"Join ME 

in supporting children's literacy 

in the Saginaw Community by 

becoming a fan of the READ 

Association of Saginaw County. 

YOU can make a difference simply 

by being a positive reading role 

model!"   Our occasional posts 

will keep you up to date on 

READ events in the community. 

 aluable is the work you do. V 
 O utstanding is how you    

always come through. 

 L oyal, sincere and full of 
good cheer. 

 U ntiring in your efforts 
throughout the year. 

 N otable are the contributions 
you make. 

 T rustworthy in every project 
you take. 

 E ager to reach your every 
goal. 

 E ffective in the way you ful-
fill your role. 

 R eady with a smile like a 
shining star. 

 S pecial and wonderful-h\Uhógė
what you are.    -author unknown 



! DƛǾƛƴƎ hǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅΧ Every dollar helps us support children reading in Saginaw County. 
  

I/We would like to make a donation in support of the READ Association of Saginaw County: 
  

Amount Enclosed:         $25        $50        $100        Other $_______ 
  

Name(s) _____________________________________________________ 
                                                    (Please list name(s) as you would like to be acknowledged) 
  

Address ________________________________________  City ______________ State _____  Zip _________ 

  

This Gift is made:   • In Memory of   •  In Honor of  • In Celebration of   __________________________________ 
                                                                                                                                                    Person(s)/Occasion                                                                                         
  

Send acknowledgement to:  Name(s) _____________________________________________________________ 
  

Address ________________________________________  City ______________ State _____  Zip _________ 
  

Please make checks payable to:  READ Association     Mail to:  READ Association 100 S. Jefferson Ave. Ste. 401, Saginaw, MI  48607 

ÄÄ ÄÄ ÄÄ ÄÄ 

ÄÄ ÄÄ ÄÄ 
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First Gift of  

Appreciated 

Stock 
 

READ received its' first gift of stock 

this March from Lauren Flegenheimer 

Deisler, a long time supporter of the 

READ Association of Saginaw County. 

Lori served as a volunteer mentor  at the 

Nelle Haley School before its'  closure 

and has supported the READ program 

for many years as a member of the 

Endowment Committee. Lori  knows  

first hand the importance of all children 

having access to quality reading 

opportunities. The donated  gift of 

stock will be used specifically to help 

fund Mission:  READ, the pilot literacy 

camp program planned for this July at 

Camp Timbers (see related article in 

this newsletter.) 

Gifts of stock are an investment in 

the local causes and  organizations 

you care about most. Everybody wins 

when you make a gift of appreciated 

stock. Your gift of stock is reinvested 

in your community, and it qualifies 

for an immediate tax deduction based 

on the full fair market value. You may 

also avoid the capital gain tax that 

would otherwise arise from the sale of 

stock. Please contact your financial 

advisor or call the READ Office at 

755-8402 to find out how your gift of 

stock can make a difference. 

 

305 children and families attended the 
6th annual Books for Breakfast literacy 
celebration on March 5. Our most heartfelt 
thanks to the East Side Soup Kitchen 
and Hidden Harvest for their gracious 
hospitality at the Hunger Solution 
Center. The morning celebration included 
pancakes, books, storytelling, literacy 
activities, costume mascot visits and simply 
good company of those who enjoy reading!  

Plan to attend 
next year's 7th 
annual event on 
Saturday, March 
3, 2012. 


