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From the Desk 
of the Director  

   

  Have you ever heard 
the saying “these are the 
best of times and the 
worst of times?”  Many 
might say that the last 
decade has brought 
some of the biggest 
difficulties, obstacles, 

stresses and struggles for individuals and 
families in our world, country and right 
here in our local Saginaw community. 
Loss of jobs, health insurance, security, 
home foreclosure and retirement 
investments have had an impact on all of 
us in some given way. Times are tough. 

We can dwell on our hardships or we 
can choose to make our world a better 
place to live, learn and love what we do. 
Focusing on the purpose and cause is 
what makes most non-profit organizations 
successful. Behind every good cause are 
the positive people who want to take 
action to make a difference. These people 
cultivate a positive emotion and seek 
change so that they themselves and others 
can achieve successful opportunities 
despite the challenges that surround them. 

READ is fortunate to be surrounded 
by positive people. If you are reading 
this newsletter you are doing your part 
to help us achieve the “best of times.” 
YOU value your own ability to read 
and support helping others learn to read 
with your volunteer time and/or your 
financial resources. We certainly value 
your support! 

 Our ultimate goal:   To help children 
improve their reading skills and discover 
the joy of reading ... this is the best of 
times. Here's to a new decade ... one filled 
with peace, hope, books, knowledge … 
and opportunities for children to read 
today, tomorrow and for a lifetime. 

 

      Carol Lechel 
              Director 
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Book Fair 
 

Thank you to The Children's 
Book Company, Memory Lane Café, 
the Antique Warehouse, WSGW Radio 
and everyone who attended the Book 
Fair in December!   
 

Book Fair Drawing Winners: 
 JoAnn Baker - Book basket 
 Jim Kessler - Mid-Michigan  
            Children’s Museum Family Pass  
 Laura Deisig - READ T-shirt 
 Camille Cleveland - READ T-shirt  

Save the Dates: 
 
 

Volunteer Appreciation 
Dinner 
 

    Wednesday, May 12 
    5:30 pm - 7:15 pm 
    at Peace Lutheran Church 
 

D.E.A.R. at the Zoo  
 

  Wednesday,  
  June 16 
  10 am - 3 pm 



 

WWednesday, April 21Wednesday, April 21Wednesday, April 21   
4:00p.m. 4:00p.m. 4:00p.m. ---   7:00p.m.7:00p.m.7:00p.m.   

Mid-Michigan Children’s Museum 
315 W. Genesee � Saginaw 
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Experience the     
  Great Outdoors… 
  

Reconnect Children  
   with Nature 
 

The READ Association of Saginaw 
County is pleased to be a part of 
the Saginaw community-
wide initiative of 
organizations, 
businesses and 
individuals working t o 
promote local programs and resources 
that will help children and families 
spend more time outdoors, a No 
Child Left Inside initiative. All children 
should have access, opportunities and 
encouragement to play outdoors and 
connect with nature for their physical, 
emotional and educational well being. 
Despite advances in public health and 
medicine, children are developing 
chronic health conditions, such as 
obesity and depression, earlier and 
more frequently than ever before. 
Research shows that the decline in 
children’s health is linked in part to 
their growing disconnect from nature 
and outdoor play.  
 
Research shows that children who 
play outside: 
■  Are healthier physically and mentally 
■  Have more active creative imaginations 
■  Are more cooperative with others   
■  Are good problem solvers 
■  Show fewer signs of obesity     
■  Have higher self-esteem 
■  Do better in school    
■  Have improved attention spans 

and test scores 
■  Are engaged in helping protect our 

natural resources and environment 
 

For more information visit: 
www.childrenandnature.org  or 
Michigan.gov, then  search:    
No Child Left Inside Coalition 

SS. Peter & Paul READ Volunteers and Students 
enjoy their time with a RIF book distribution day in 
February. READ volunteers have mentored students 
for MANY years at SS. Peter & Paul. We extend our 
thanks for their dedication and are glad many will 
continue on at other READ centers next year. This 
will be the last year for the SS. Peter & Paul READ 
center due to the school closing.  

 Mentoring Moments 

Send in photos of 
YOUR year end READ 
gatherings and we may 
include some in our 
June newsletter. Please 
contact the office, 755-
8402, or by email, for 
photo release forms. 

Meet the AuthorMeet the AuthorMeet the Author   
 

JONATHAN RAND 
 

4:00 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

Book SigningBook SigningBook Signing   

4:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. 
 

Books for sale onsite or bring your own. 
Limit of three signed per person. 

Book SwapBook SwapBook Swap   

4:00 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. 
 

Bring a like-new book to swap with 
another. Recycle your Reads! 

Visit the Museum for only Visit the Museum for only Visit the Museum for only    
$1.00 $1.00 $1.00 from from from    

4:00 p.m. 4:00 p.m. 4:00 p.m. ---   7:00 p.m.7:00 p.m.7:00 p.m.   



Saturday, March 6, 2010 
9am – 11:30 am 

Event Location:  940 E. Genesee - between Janes and Thompson St. 
(Hunger Solution Center – home of Hidden Harvest & East Side Soup Kitchen) 

 

$3.00 per person (under one yr. free)  For advance tickets call the READ Office at 755-8402 
or visit Independent Bank, 1445 N. Center (at corner of Brockway). Tickets also available at the door. 

 
Admission to this event includes a pancake breakfast and literacy activities  
to encourage and promote Family Reading Time: 

 

 ♦   ALL You Can Eat Pancakes 
 ♦   Costume Character Visits 
 ♦   Free New Book for Every Child 
 ♦   Storytelling 
 ♦   Literacy Activities 
 ►  Bring a canned goods donation and receive one raffle ticket  

        for each can for a chance to win great books! 
                       (Donations to benefit Hidden Harvest and the East Side Soup Kitchen) 

 
Literacy Activity Sponsors include:    Mid Michigan Children’s Museum 
 Public Libraries of Saginaw  
 READ Association of Saginaw County 
 Saginaw County – Birth to 5 Program 

 

Special thanks to the Harvey Randall Wickes Foundation for their generous support of this event. 

Celebrate National Reading Month 
at the READ Association of Saginaw County’s 5th Annual 
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WELCOME 
New Volunteers 
& Coordinators 
Gregory Barton 
Tobin Bruske 
Matthew Douglass 
Elizabeth Gatica 
Warren Griffin 
Rita Hendrickson 
Ronald Holmes 
Trish Jachym 
Rahmaan Kelley 
Linda Magnus 
Verda Nichols 

Bennie Owens 
Laurie Parker 
Kenneth Parker 
Vicky Rodriguez 
Grady Suggs 
Krystle Suggs 
Charles Teenier 
Jan vonReichbauer 
Mona Wilson 
Frances Zuzula 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Special Thanks ... 
    to Stevens Worldwide 
Van Lines for their assistance 
in transporting a large book 
donation received by READ 
in December!  

Thank you to our READ Friends who helped 
us exceed our goal of raising $25,000 for our 
Endowment! Thanks to the generosity of 160 
friends of READ, we raised a total of $31,688 for 
the challenge campaign. The Saginaw Community 
Foundation will now reward our efforts with an 
additional $10,000 Endowment Contribution. 

Special thanks to our donors:  Virginia Abbott, Vickie 
Adams, Alpha Sigma Chapter of Alpha Delta Kappa, Altrusa 
International of Saginaw, Inc., Cynthia Andrews, Anonymous, Thelma 
Bailey, Alice M. Baldwin, Nickolas & Jennifer Barris, Dr.  Thomas & 
Angela Barris, Carol Bates, Dr. & Mrs. Reynold Baumstark, M. Nancy 
Baxter, Philip & Susanne Beilfuss, Patricia F. Bierlein, Marianne Bird, 
Dorothy L. Blue, Charleen Boland, Margaret Brown, Nancy Bow, Lou Budd, Trish Burns, Steve Canole, David & Sharon Case, 
W.L. Case & Company, Bob & Pat Cavanaugh, Barb & Jim Chernow, Dwight & Diane Chisholm, Citizens Bank, Margaret E. 
Clark, Mary Lou Cobb, Janet J. Crane, Spencer Dambro, Hon. & Mrs. Joseph DeFrancesco, Nancy Deisig, Lori & Tom Deisler, 
Deisler Funeral Home, Fred & Sally Dickinson, Bob & Betty Dork, Dick & Diane Ederer, Mary Lou Ederer, RoseLynn Ederer, 
Kim & Curt Egerer, Brian & Lindsay Eggers, Donald N. Elliott, Barbara Ewend, Clara Fehrman, Burt & Linda Fettig, Ernest 
& Marjorie Flegenheimer, Mark & Anne Flegenheimer, Trevor Flegenheimer, Jon & Cheri Gardey, Kim & Barbara Gardey, 
Gary & Sandy Glaza, Richard & Ruth Glynn, Julie & Steven Goldman, Jean Grey, Mr. & Mrs. David M. Hall, Vera & Lou 
Hanisko, Brent & Cathy Haubenstricker, Tom & Gail Hawley, Andrew M. Heckman, David & Leslie Hersh, Barron & Eve 
Hirsch, Janet Hoffman, Joyce H. Jessmore, Bill & Sue Johnson, Greg & Kim Johnson, Patricia & Bob Johnson, James Kanitz, 
Dr. & Mrs. K. P. Karunakaran, Steve & Mary Kelly, Robert & Sheryl Kendrick, Jim & Sue Kessler, Richard P. & Ruth A. King, 
Jeanette Klein, Sharon Koberstein, Roger & Janet Kolhagen, Mrs. Louise Krieger, Betty J. Kushion, R. Paul & SaraJane Larsen, 
Robert & Jackie Larsen, Jane A. Larson, Carol R. Lechel, Tom & Deana Leinberger, Robert & Catherine Looby, Robert J. 
Lyon, Joseph & Kristan Madison, Marilyn & Jim Mangutz, Drs. Luigi & Carlotta Maresca, Ruth C. & Henry G. Marsh, 
Catherine A. Martinez, Meredith McArdle, Barbara J. McDonald, John & Rosalie McFall, Shirley McQuiston, Guy & Jan 
Merriam, Michigan CardioVascular Institute, Michigan Sugar Company, Dennis Miner, Morley Companies, Arlene E. Mossner, 
John & Dottie Mull, Suzanne Murphy, Judy Napierala, Bill & Charlotte Nickle, Terry & Dolli Niederstadt, Gene & Shirley 
Nuckolls, Carolynn Otto, Barbara Outwater, Matt Parrent & Laurie Russell-Parrent, Fred & Marie Pendleton, Matt & Mary 
Ann Peterson, Marilyn Porras, David & Jean Portwine, Robert Rattray, Sylvia Reimus, Robert & Jean Richardson, Dennis & 
Anne Ritz, Kim & Rob Robins, Janet Roekle, Jack & Kathy Rogers, Lois M. Roggenbeck, Rotary Club of Saginaw, Randy 
Rupp, Nancy Rutherford, Ann M. Sage, Elinor & Harold Saunders, Grant A. Schaefer, Hans & Edda B. Schmidt, Mr. & Mrs. 
Arny Schoen, Gary Shepherd, Garnet Sherman, Edward Siemienkiewicz, Burris & Kathy Smith, Sherrill Smith, Ellen F. Snyder, 
Harry & Mary Sowton, Mrs. Pat Stoppleworth, John F. Strobel, Ronald & Lorraine Swarthout, Marian F. Tripp, Frank & Mary 
Ellen Vaydik, Joanne L. Ward, Les & Betty Webb, Barbara & Billy Webber, Mary Jo Weise, Carolyn Wierda, Leola Wilson, 
David & JoAnn Wohlfeil, Yeo Family Foundation, Mohsen & Carol Younes, Jo Anne Yule, Bill & Janis Zielinski 

WE MADE IT— 
Thanks to READ Friends! 

Endowment Challenge 
Goal 

We Value Your Support -     Celebrate National Reading Month with a Gift to READ 
  

I/We would like to make a donation in support of the READ Association of Saginaw County: 
  

Amount Enclosed:         $25        $50        $100        Other $_______ 
  

Name(s) _____________________________________________________ 
                                                    (Please list name(s) as you would like to be acknowledged) 
  

Address ________________________________________  City ______________ State _____  Zip _________ 
  
This Gift is made:   � In Memory of   � In Honor of  � In Celebration of   ___________________________________ 
                                                                                                                                                    Person(s)/Occasion                                
  

Send acknowledgement to:  Name(s) _____________________________________________________________ 
  

Address ________________________________________  City ______________ State _____  Zip _________ 
  

Please make checks payable to:  READ Association     Mail to:  READ Association 100 S. Jefferson Ave. Ste. 401, Saginaw, MI  48607 

�� �� �� �� 

�� �� �� 



2009-2010 BUSINESS PARNTERSHIP CAMPAIGN 
 

    CHAPTER SPONSOR     
    Stevens Worldwide Van Lines 
 

    CHRONICLE SPONSOR 

 W.L. Case & Company 
 Spence Brothers 
 

    STORYTELLER SPONSOR 
 AKT Peerless 

 

 OTHER 
    Pumford Construction 
 
SPONSOR A CENTER 
Charles & Adeline Barth Foundation 
Alden & Vada Dow Family Foundations 
 
GRANT 
Harvey Randall Wickes Foundation 
 
IN-KIND 
Central Warehouse 
DuRussel Insurance Agency 
Carol M. Thomas, Attorney at Law 
Waldenbooks 
 
GENERAL CONTRIBUTIONS     
 

Ryan Carley 
Ms. Connie Clements 
Betty Eckerd 
Robert W. & Patricia L. Grant Family Charitable Trust 
Ken & Carol Ann Grembowski 
Mr. & Mrs. Randall Hall 
Harvey Memorial Foundation 
David & Cindy Houghtaling 
Meredith Corporation Foundation 
Bob & Jeanie Quinn 
Jack & Pam Revette 
Stevens Worldwide Van Lines 
    on behalf of Jackie Larsen 
Stevens Worldwide Van Lines—Blue Jean Days 
Tom & Sue Wagner 
Joan Wolf 
Women’s Council of Realtors 
 
IN  MEMORY OF  FROM 
BJ Ekelof Elinor & Harold Saunders 
Deanie McGovern Deanie’s Bridge Club 
Virginia Merriam Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Aspin 
 Harold & Elinor Saunders 
Bob & Shirley Schaper Nancy Deisig 
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IN  HONOR OF  FROM 
Alice Baldwin Anonymous 
 

IN  CELEBRATION OF  FROM 
Kempton Reading Buddy Days Barbara Outwater  
 

IN  MEMORY OF  FROM 
Richard & Lewis Bird Marianne Bird 
John & Mary Chernow Barb & Jim Chernow 
Julie Cookenmaster Dr. Thomas & Angela Barris 
 Guy & Jan Merriam 
 Elinor & Harold Saunders 
BJ Ekelof Jackie & Bob Larsen 
Kyle Egerer Kim & Curt Egerer 
Mrs. Jane Johnson Mrs. Pat Stoppleworth 
Saidye P. Marsh Ruth C. & Henry G. Marsh 
Keith Martell Marilyn & Jim Mangutz 
Virginia Merriam Janice & Guy Merriam 
    & in honor of her volunteerism  
Kathleen Sursaw Picardi Vickie Adams 
Robert & Shirley Schaper Carol Bates & Nancy Deisig 
Paul Souder Joyce H. Jessmore 
Emma M. Walsh Barb & Jim Chernow 
Leslie A. Ward Joanne L. Ward 
Mick Yule Jo Anne Yule 

Special thanks to the following individuals and organizations who have contributed to the READ 
Association during the period of November 19, 2009 through  February 17, 2010. Thanks for Sharing! 

SPONSOR A CHILD 
 

Pete & Ginny Brucker 
Kathy Colvin 
Linda DeGuise 
John & Renae Goschke 
Karen Lange 

 
 

Barbara J. McDonald 
Betty A. Phillips 
Martin Stark 
Joan & Jerry Talbot 
Leslie & Marion Tincknell 

ENDOWMENT 
 

Virginia Abbott 
Cynthia Andrews 
Thelma Bailey 
Dr. & Mrs. Reynold Baumstark 
Patricia F. Bierlein 
Margaret Brown 
Charleen Boland 
Nancy Bow 
Steve Canole 
David & Sharon Case 
Dwight & Diane Chisholm  
Citizens Bank 
Margaret E. Clark 
Janet J. Crane 
Fred & Sally Dickinson 
Brian & Lindsay Eggers 
Dick & Diane Ederer 
Mary Lou Ederer 
RoseLynn Ederer 
Donald N. Elliott 
Barbara Ewend 
Clara Fehrman 
Jon & Cheri Gardey 
Gary & Sandy Glaza 
Tom & Gail Hawley 
Andrew M. Heckman 
David & Leslie Hersh 
Barron & Eve Hirsch 
Greg & Kim Johnson 
Patricia & Bob Johnson 
James Kanitz 
Robert & Sheryl Kendrick 
Richard P. & Ruth A. King 
Jeanette Klein 
Sharon Koberstein 

 
 

R. Paul & SaraJane Larsen 
Carol R. Lechel 
Tom & Deana Leinberger 
Robert J. Lyon 
Drs. Luigi & Carlotta Maresca 
Dennis Miner 
Morley Companies 
John & Dottie Mull 
Judy Napierala 
Bill & Charlotte Nickle 
Terry & Dolli Niederstadt 
Gene & Shirley Nuckolls 
Carolynn Otto 
Matt Parrent &  
    Laurie Russell-Parrent 
Robert Rattray 
Dennis & Anne Ritz 
Jack & Kathy Rogers 
Lois M. Roggenbeck 
Randy Rupp 
Ann M. Sage 
Grant A. Schaefer 
Hans & Edda B. Schmidt 
Gary Shepherd 
Edward Siemienkiewicz 
Burris & Kathy Smith 
Sherrill Smith 
Harry & Mary Sowton 
Ronald & Lorraine Swarthout 
Marian F. Tripp 
Frank & Mary Ellen Vaydik 
Les & Betty Webb 
Mary Jo Weise 
Yeo Family Foundation 
Mohsen & Carol Younes 

IN  HONOR OF  FROM 
Alice Baldwin   Morrie & Julie Stevens 
 
IN  MEMORY  OF  FROM 
Virginia Merriam   Dan & Patricia Guldenzoph 



 
The READ Association of 

Saginaw County is a 501 (c)(3) 
non-profit organization whose 
mission is to help students      
improve their reading skills and 
discover the joy of reading. 

 
 

“Reading… gives you  
the ability to reach  

higher ground. A  
world of  possibilities  

awaits you. Keep  
turning the page.”  

 
-Oprah Winfrey 

 
 

READ Association of Saginaw County 
100 S. Jefferson, Suite 401 
Saginaw, Michigan 48607 

 Upcoming READ Events: 

 
Books for Breakfast 
Saturday, March 6, 2010   9 am—11:30 am at the Hunger Solution Center 
 

Volunteer Appreciation Dinner 
Wednesday, May 12   5:30 pm—7:15 pm at Peace Lutheran Church 
 

D.E.A.R. at the Zoo 
Wednesday, June 16, 2010  10 am—3 pm at the Children’s Zoo at Celebration Square 

Team One is proud to partner with the READ Association in promoting children ’s literacy 

Saginaw Locations: 
 

520 Hayden St.  989.754.6575 
4075 McCarty Rd.  989.799.9326 
8450 Gratiot Rd.  989.781.5044 

 

www.teamonecu.org 


