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From the Desk 

of the Director  
   

    As we close another 

school year I am often 

asked, are WE making a 

difference? The success 

of our volunteer mentor 

program is not always 

easy to measure due to 

different testing standards 

used within each school and confidentiality 

of student information. 

What we do know however, is that this 

past school year, over 95% of principals, 

teachers, center coordinators and volunteer 

mentors reported that students have shown 

improvements in the following areas:       

Ê Increased reading ability and academic 

performance Ê Increased self-esteem and 

confidence to want to read Ê Increased 

time spent reading Ê Increased the number 

of books in their home reading libraries 

Ê Encouraged family reading time Ê  

Experienced a positive relationship with 

their volunteer mentor Ê Increased their 

knowledge that reading is essential for all 

life success. 

I wish to thank everyone who has 

supported our mission during the 2008-

2009 school year through their valuable 

gift of time volunteering with over 1100 

children in our community.  I also thank 

our contributors who have donated a 

generous monetary gift to help us pay 

for operating costs such as rent, utilities, 

postage, volunteer training materials, 

supplies, newsletters, the appreciation 

dinner or the matching grant dollars 

needed to participate in the Reading Is 

Fundamental program. 

We know the next school year will 

be a challenging year with many schools 

faced with reduced staffing budgets 

and a greater need for our services to 

provide individual reading time for 

children in need.  And I donôt even 

think I need to elaborate on the financial 

crisis so many of our community 

 

members face with unemployment, 

business loss or home foreclosure. 

With your continued support, we can 

expand our program services and meet the 

challenges. One way you can help us do 

this, is by sharing this newsletter after you 

have finished reading, with someone who 

may not be familiar with our organization. 

If each of you will consider recycling your 

newsletter in this way, we will reach over 

1000 potential new volunteers, special 

event attendees and/or donors who will 

join our partnership in helping children 

meet their potential to succeed in school 

and in the future. Together, WE ARE and 

will continue to make a difference! 

        Carol Lechel 

                          Director 

Board of Directors 
 

Lindsay Eggers, Chair 

Eric Rutherford, Vice Chair 

Jan Merriam, Secretary 

Janet Hoffman, Treasurer 

Carol R. Lechel, President 

Matt Peterson, Immediate Past Chair 

Nick Barris 

Trish Burns 

Steve Canole 

M.P. Cavanaugh, Ph.D. 

David M. Hall, Ph.D. 

Kimberly Johnson 

Sheri Leaman-Case 

Meredith McArdle 

Dolli Niederstadt 

Johnathan Pope 

Kim Robins 

Elinor Saunders 

Kathie Smith 

Sue Smith 
 

Honorary Member 

Barbara Weadock 

Lunch at Longfellow team members enjoy 

an author visit by Jeffery Schatzer.  Members 

of READõs all male mentor program read 

and received copies of the authorõs  Fires in 

the Wilderness chapter book this school 

year, thanks to a book donation from 

Mitten Bay Press. 
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Thursday, June 18, 2009- 

Saturday, June 20, 2009 

READ Association 
of Saginaw County 

Barnes & Noble - Saginaw 

3311 Tittabawassee Road 

540658 

 

Summer Book Fair 
 

Need a good book for summer?  Support 

the READ Association by shopping Barnes 

& Noble during the READ bookfair days: 

                June 18th ï20th! 

Just present this voucher prior to making 

your purchase and a percentage of the net 

sale will be donated to READ. Purchases in 

the café and those made with an Educator 

Discount card also qualify to be made with 

this voucher. 

Extra copies can be made. Please share 

copies with othersðthe more supporters, 

the better! 

Poster Contest Winners 
 

Congratulations to all the READ students who participated in 

the READ Poster Contest  òREADing is an Adventure.ó  We had 

over 75 entries this year, with many creative drawings from the 

students.  Everyone was given the chance to win a prize with the 

random drawings, along with the selection of the top three best 

overall posters.  Andé the winners are: 

 

First Place ð Best Overall:  Jared, 3rd grade-Shields Elementary                                                                     

                          

2nd(tie):     Mary, 4th gradeñSS. Peter and Paul School  

     and      Andrew, 3rd gradeñShields Elementary 

 

3rd:   Shelby, 3rd gradeñSS Peter and Paul School 

 

4th:   Chase, KindergartenñSt. Charles Elementary  

 

5th:   Taevion, 2nd gradeñBrunkow Elementary 

  

6th:   Marley, 3rd gradeñList Elementary  

First Place Poster 

#  


